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APPENDIX A
MISSIONS AND ACTIVITIES

SOF Principal Missions – SOF are organized, trained, and equipped specifically to accomplish
their assigned roles, as described below, in nine mission areas:

■ Counterproliferation (CP) – combat proliferation of nuclear, biological, and chemical weapons
across the full range of U.S. efforts, including the application of military power to protect U.S.
forces and interests; intelligence collection and analysis; and support of diplomacy, arms control,
and export controls. Accomplishment of these activities may require coordination with other
U.S. government agencies.

■ Combating terrorism (CBT) – preclude, preempt, and resolve terrorist actions throughout the
entire threat spectrum, including antiterrorism (defensive measures taken to reduce vulnerability
to terrorist acts) and counterterrorism (offensive measures taken to prevent, deter, and respond to
terrorism), and resolve terrorist incidents when directed by the NCA or the appropriate unified
commander or requested by the Services or other government agencies

■ Foreign internal defense (FID) – organize, train, advise, and assist host-nation military and para-
military forces to enable these forces to free and protect their society from subversion, lawlessness,
and insurgency

■ Special reconnaissance (SR) – conduct reconnaissance and surveillance actions to obtain or verify
information concerning the capabilities, intentions, and activities of an actual or potential enemy
or to secure data concerning characteristics of a particular area

■ Direct action (DA) – conduct short-duration strikes and other small-scale offensive actions to seize,
destroy, capture, recover, or inflict damage on designated personnel or materiel

■ Psychological operations (PSYOP) – induce or reinforce foreign attitudes and behaviors favorable
to the originator’s objectives by conducting planned operations to convey selected information
to foreign audiences to influence their emotions, motives, objective reasoning, and, ultimately,
the behavior of foreign governments, organizations, groups, and individuals

■ Civil affairs (CA) – facilitate military operations and consolidate operational activities by assist-
ing commanders in establishing, maintaining, influencing, or exploiting relations between military
forces and civil authorities, both governmental and non-governmental, and the civilian population
in a friendly, neutral, or hostile area of operation

■ Unconventional warfare (UW) – organize, train, equip, advise, and assist indigenous and surro-
gate forces in military and paramilitary operations normally of long duration

■ Information operations (IO) – actions taken to achieve information superiority by affecting
adversary information and information systems while defending one’s own information and
information systems
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SOF Collateral Activities – Based on their unique capabilities, SOF are frequently tasked
to participate in the following activities:

■ Coalition support – integrate coalition units into multinational military operations by training
coalition partners on tactics and techniques and providing communications

■ Combat search and rescue (CSAR) – penetrate air defense systems and conduct joint air, ground,
or sea operations deep within hostile or denied territory, at night or in adverse weather, to recover
distressed personnel during wartime or contingency operations. SOF are equipped and manned to
perform CSAR in support of SOF missions only. SOF perform CSAR in support of conventional
forces on a case-by-case basis not to interfere with the readiness or operations of core SOF missions.

■ Counterdrug (CD) activities – train host-nation CD forces and domestic law enforcement agencies
on critical skills required to conduct individual and small-unit operations in order to detect, moni-
tor, and interdict the cultivation, production, and trafficking of illicit drugs targeted for use in the
United States

■ Humanitarian demining (HD) activities – reduce or eliminate the threat to noncombatants
and friendly military forces posed by mines and other explosive devices by training host-nation
personnel in their recognition, identification, marking, and safe destruction; provide instruction
in program management, medical, and mine-awareness activities

■ Humanitarian assistance (HA) – provide assistance of limited scope and duration to supplement
or complement the efforts of host-nation civil authorities or agencies to relieve or reduce the
results of natural or manmade disasters or other endemic conditions such as human pain, disease,
hunger, or privation that might present a serious threat to life or that can result in great damage
to, or loss of, property

■ Security assistance (SA) – provide training assistance in support of legislated programs which
provide U.S. defense articles, military training, and other defense-related services by grant,
loan, credit, or cash sales in furtherance of national policies or objectives

■ Special activities – subject to limitations imposed by Executive Order and in conjunction with
a presidential finding and congressional oversight, plan and conduct actions abroad in support
of national foreign policy objectives so that the role of the U.S. government is not apparent or
acknowledged publicly


